25  >ears 


of  service  to 


nu  mis matics 


Volume  25  Number  2 ISSN:  0197-3088  Price  ....  Two  Dollars 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS 


FEATURES 

An  Introduction  to  Byzantine  Coinage,  No.  56, 

by  R.  R.  Kutoher  — 33 

The  History  of  Islamic  Coins, 

from  the  publication  SAUDI  ARABIA  39 

Some  Notes  on  Assamese  Tea  Garden  Tokens,  by  Nicholas  Rhodes  --  29 
"Vabalathus  --  Prince  of  Palmyra",  by  Lee  Grossman  43 

DEPARTMENTS 

Book  Reviews  45 

Member  Noti  ce  Page  48 

INSIDE  N. I . 

Donations  Report 27 

Librarian's  Report  27 

Membership  Chairman's  Reports  27 

OTHER  ITEMS 

Hexagonal  Taler  of  Transylvania  32 

The  Monetary  Contest  of  France  38 

Numismatic  Extracts  from  Selected  Literature  28 

Prussia  44 


Copyrighted  by  Numismatics  International,  P.O.  Box  670013,  Dallas,  Texas  CSA  75367-0013 


FEBRUARY  1990 


BOARD  OF  GOVERNORS 

C.  C.  ANDREWS 
Chairman  & Past  President 


ROBERT  W.  RICHTER 
President 

ROSS  SCHRAEDER 
Secretary 
214-995-4921  D 
21 4-239-4347  N 

LARRY  KNIGHT 
At-  Large- Dire  ctor 

WILLIAM  E.  BENSON 
MARVIN  L.  FRALEY 
JACK  E.  LEWIS 
ELMORE  B.  SCOTT 
JOHN  E.  VANDIGRIFF 


DR.  HOWARD  FORD 
Vice-President 

DON  C.  DOUGLAS 
Treasurer 


DON  TIFFIN 
At-Large- Dire  ctor 

KARY  T.  EDWARDS 
PHILIP  L.  LAWRENCE 
CHARLES  MUCHMORE 
WM.  B.  THOMPSON 
CARL  YOUNG 


Past-Presidents 


APPOINTED  STAFF 

Curator,  Nl  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 
Philip  L.  Lawrence 


Curator,  JOHN  GRAVES  MEMORIAL 
PAPER  MONEY  COLLECTION 
David  Block 
P.O.  Box  12473 
Gainesville,  Florida  32602 

Editor,  Nl  BULLETIN 
Marvin  L.  Fraley,  N.L.G. 

2813  - 57th  St. 

Lubbock,  Texas  79413 
Phone  - 806-795-7623 

Article  Editor,  Nl  BULLETIN 
Fred  Drost,  N.L.G. 

110  Ridgefield  St. 

Meriden,  Connecticut  06450 
Phone  - 203-235-7565 

Book  News  & Reviews  Editor, 

Nl  BULLETIN 

Raymond  J.  Hebert 
6305  Windermere  Circle 
Rockville,  MD  20852 

Article  Abstractor,  Nl  BULLETIN 
Joseph  Uphoff 
La  Jolla,  California 

Index  Compiler,  Nl  BULLETIN 
Dick  Schubert 
Denver,  Colorado 


Publicity  Chairman 
Stuart  T.  Eisen 
Phone  - 301-530-5400 

Librarian,  Nl  BOOK  LIBRARY 
Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr. 

30  Pleasant  St. 

Colebrook,  NH  03576 

Librarian,  Nl  CATALOG  SUB-LIBRARY 
Donald  H.  Mead 
323  N.  Estelle 
Wichita,  Kansas  67214 

Librarian,  Nl  PERIODICAL  LIBRARY 
Jim  Haley 
P.O.  Box  4057 
St.  Johnsbury,  VT  05819 

Mail  Bid  Sales 
Carl  Young 
P.O.  Box  1836 
Dallas,  Texas  75221 

Nl  Publications  Chairman 
Randolph  Zander 

Photographer,  Nl  BULLETIN 
Dick  Hanscom 
P.O.  Box  2832 
Fairbanks,  Alaska  99707 

Moderator,  Nl  EDUCATIONAL  PROGRAM 
William  F.  Spengler 
2032  Ridgeway 
Colorado  Springs,  CO  80906 


Correspondence  should  be  directed  to  those  persons  and  addresses  above  for  departments 
indicated.  All  other  correspondence  should  be  mailed  direct  to  NUMISMATICS  INTERNATIONAL, 
P.O.  Box  670013,  DALLAS,  TX  75367-0013. 

MEMBERSHIP  FEE:  Individual  & Club  Membership  - $15.00  Annually.  Junior  Membership 

(18  years  of  age  and  under)  - $10.00  Annually.  Senior  Membership  (70  years  of  age  and  over)  - 
$10.00  Annually. 


26 


INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 

February,  1990  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have 

appl i ed  for  membershi p"!  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  May 
1,  1990,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

2322- MT  Neil  C.  Simmons,  BPX  82622,  Kenmore,  Washington  98028 

(British  Commonwealth,  Isle  of  Man,  Minors  & Tokens) 

2323- MT  Earl  Biffle,  26  Lake  Road,  Fenton,  Missouri  63026 

(Money  Thru  Time,  1700-1773  Money  Used  in  U.S.) 

★ ★★★★ 


DONATIONS  REPORT 


We  wish  to  report  the  following  donations  received  since  the  last  report. 


Name 

Amount 

Preference  of  Use 

BLOCK,  David 

$10.00  Cash 

NI  BULLETIN 

B0NITZ,  John 

$10.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

DR0ST,  Fred 

$20.00  Cash 

NI  BULLETIN 

GRAMS,  Gabriel 

$15.00  Cash 

NI  BULLETIN 

HIGEL,  Thomas 

$10.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

JARMEN,  Gordon,  Jr. 

$10.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

LEY,  Ruben  Jose  Liy 

$10.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

MAIER,  Michael  G. 

$5.00  Cash 

General  Operating  Fund 

0RL0WSKI,  Frank 

$5.00  Cash 

NI  Library  Fund 

'k'k'k'k'k 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material 
to  the  NI  Library: 

Carroll  Andrews 


JD20.CayJ : 1977 : MEJC 

CAY0N,  JUAN  R./CASTAN,  CARLOS 

Las  Monedas  Espanolas  desde  los  reyes  Catolioos  a Juan  Carlos 
I (1474-1977) 

Pub.  1977,  946pp,  illus. 

John  L.  Pieratt 


KB70.MuGa: 1985 : TF 
MURTHA,  GARY  D. 

Time fighter . A Marine  in  Vietnam. 

(Contains  some  samples  of  currency) 
Pub.  2985,  95pp,  illus. 
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PA70.BowR: 1988: VML 
BOWS,  RAY  A. 

Vietnam  Military  Lore  1959-1973. 

(An  outstanding  work  on  club  tokens  and  Vietnam  military 
currency. ) 

Pub.  1988,  721pp,  illus. 

KB70 . Pi eJ :X989:TD 
PIERATT , JOHN  L. 

Vietman:  The  Coinage  of  Tu  Duo. 

Private  printing  1989,  66pp,  illus. 

KB70.PieJ:X989:VCE 
PIERATT,  JOHN  L. 

Vietnam:  The  coinage  of  emperors  Gia  Long3  Minh  Mang,  and 

Thieu  Tri. 

Private  printing  1989,  74pp,  illus. 

John  F.  M.  Ross 


AA55 .TraS : 1984: CCSM 
TRAVERS,  SCOTT  A. 

The  coin  collector’s  survival  manual. 

Pub.  1984,  198pp,  illus. 

II.  In  addition  to  the  above  we  would  also  like  to  thank  Carroll 
Andrews  and  Vladimir  Suchy  for  their  donations  of  numismatic  material 
to  the  NI  Library. 

III.  We  would  like  to  remind  our  members  that  we  have  a large  collec- 
tion of  slide  sets  on  various  subjects  that  make  good  program  material 
for  a club  meeting  night.  They  have  also  been  used  for  senior  citizens 
gatherings.  If  you  are  interested,  write  the  book  library  for  a list 
of  the  sets. 


Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.  Book  Librarian 
Jim  Haley,  Periodical  Librarian 

************^***  ********************************************  ************* 
NUMISMATIC  EXTRACTS  FROM  SELECTED  LITERATURE 


"This  process  started  early  in  India,  but  was  slow  in  progressing.  Al- 
ready the  hymns  of  the  Rigveda  recognize  some  units  of  exchange.  One 
of  these  is  the  cow.  Another  seems  to  have  been  a gold  chain  called 
niska.  Later  Vedi c texts  mention  lenders  ( kusidin ) and  loans,  but  no 
coin  proper  came  as  yet  into  use;  the  nearest  approach  to  it  was  the 
quasi -monetary  employ  by  merchants  of  the  stamana3  a piece  of  gold 
weighing  100  mana  or  krsnala." 


Taken  from  p.  138,  History  of  Mankind 

Volume  2 The  Ancient  World,  by 
Luigi  Pareti , Paolo  Brezzi  and 
Lucianno  Petech.  (New  York:  Harper 
& Row,  Publishers  1965). 

(Submitted  by  R.  J.  Hubert) 
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SOME  NOTES  ON  ASSAMESE  TEA  GARDEN  TOKENS 


Nicholas  Rhodes , Hythe , Kent,  England,  NI  # 927 


The  late  nineteenth  and  early  twentieth  century  tea  gardens  tokens  of 
north-east  India  have  been  well  published  by  Pridmore  and  other  (1), 
but  few  publications  are  ever  complete,  and  over  recent  years  I have 
noted  some  pieces  that  are  either  unrecorded,  or  which  confirm  pieces 
only  recorded  by  Pridmore  from  Birmingham  Mint  records. 


I have  the  full  set  of  four  tokens 
from  this  garden,  and  can  confirm 
that  the  diameter  of  the  larger 
token,  P.1,  is  28mm  and  both  brass 
pieces  have  milled  edges.  The  zinc 
pieces,  P.3  and  4,  are  the  same  di- 
ameter as  the  equivalent  brass  pieces, 
but  have  a four-pointed  star-shaped 
central  hole,  rather  than  the 
circular  central  hole  of  the  brass 
pieces. 


ALLYNUGGER 


AMRAIL  CENTRE 


BHARAOORA 


This  oval  token  was  issued  by  Amrail 
Centre  garden,  owned  at  the  time  by 
The  South  Sylhet  Tea  Co.  Ltd.,  and 
now  by  James  Finlays  pic. 


Similar  to  P.15,  but  the  date  is 
"1912"  - not  altered  from  1881,  and 
the  diameter  is  19.5mm.  This  piece 
seems  to  correspond  to  Scaife  no. 
40,  and  Pridmore  probably  misinter- 
preted Scaif's  description. 


CHANDPORE  As  P.22,  but  the  above  oval  piece  shows  that 

the  garden  was  called  "Chandpore",  not  "Chaud- 
pore"  as  recorded  by  Pridmore.  The  reverse  has 
"22"  crudely  engraved  on  a plain  surface. 
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CHATLAPORE 


Not  recorded  by  Pridmore;  the  above 
brass  token,  diameter  20mm,  dated 
1894,  was  a tea  garden  in  Sylhet 
managed  by  Octavius  Steel  & Co. 

Ltd. 


A brass  token  with  milled  edge, 
denomination  1 Anna  and  the  letters 
"DK"  may,  perhaps,  be  attributed  to 
this  garden,  located  about  15  miles 
south-east  of  Si  1 char  in  Cachar 
district. 


Not  recorded  by  Pridmore;  the  above 
octagonal  brass  token  was  issued 
for  this  Sylhet  garden,  then  owned 
by  The  Consolidated  Tea  & Lands 
Co.  Ltd.,  and  now  by  James  Finlays 
pic. 


DIDUR  K00SH  (or  Didarkhosh) 


JAGCHERRA 


JALINGAH 


KANNYHATTI 


/'‘V  * 

§ xahhyhatti  A'l 

to  - Si 

A '906  - ■ 

V X -O' 

• ^ 'a,' 


Not  recorded  by  Pridmore,  this 
brass  token  is  similar  in  style  to 
the  Anniepore  tokens  (P.5-8).  The 
garden  was  located  near  Si  1 char, 
Cachar  District,  and  in  1879  was 
owned  by  the  Land  Morgage  Bank  of 
India . 


P.54,  confirmed  as  diam.  29mm  with 
milled  edge. 


LOOBA 


Small  octagonal  brass  token,  not 
recorded  by  Pridmore,  but  probably 
a successor  of  P.62/3,  issued  after 
the  Loobah  Tea  Co.  Ltd.  had  acquired 
other  estates. 


MAULVIE 


Unrecorded  trilobed  token,  of 
denomination  9 Pie.  The  garden 
was  presumable  located  near  Maulavi 
Bazar,  about  35  miles  south  of 
Syl het. 


A variety  of  P.77A,  with  date  1896 
but  no  denomination. 


PATRAKOLA 


ROB  I 


SATGHAS 


Presumable  P.96. 
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P.135A,  confirmed  as  having  a plain 
edge. 

I should  like  to  thank  Mr.  Nasim  Anwar  of  Allynugger  Tea  Estate  for 
providing  rubbings  of  several  tokens  in  his  collection. 


Notes: 

(1)  F.  Pridmore,  The  Coins  of  the  British  Commonwealth  of  Nations, 

Part  4,  India  Vol . 2,  pp. 204-227  & 244.  Assamese  tokens  have 
also  been  published  by  Scaife  ( Spink’s  Num.  Civo Jan.  1952), 
Woodside  ( Spink's  Num.  Circ.,  Jan.  1958),  M.  P.  Singh  ( JNSI  1973) 
and  Mitchiner  ( Oriental  Coins  and  Their  Values , Non-Islamic 
States  & Western  Colonies,  p.260). 

'k'k'k’k'k'k'k’k'k'k'k  •kkkk'kk'k-kk  kk-kki:  kkkkkkkkkkkk  kk  kkkkkkkkkkkk'kkick'kkkk'kkkkkkkkkk 


HEXAGONAL  TALER  OF  TRANSYLVANIA 


A most  unusual  shape,  hexagonal,  for  a Taler  was  struck  in  1684  for 
Transylvania.  These  Talers  were  also  struck  round  in  Weissenberg. 
Michael  Apafi  (1661-1690)  is  shown  on  the  obverse,  while  the  crowned 
arms  is  on  the  reverse. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 


32 


AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  BYZANTINE  COINAGE 


R.  R.  KutaheVy  Lincoln , Nebraska y NI  #1289 

No.  56  - JOHN  II,  COMNENUS  (1118-1143) 


John  had  been  associated  with  his  father  as  emperor  for  twenty-six 
years,  so  when  Alexius  died,  there  was  no  sudden  change  in  the  govern- 
ment. This  even  though  John  did  not  appear  to  have  taken  any  active 
part  in  the  government  prior  to  his  succession  to  the  supreme  power 
alone.  We  are  told  by  the  historians  of  the  day  that  John  was  rather 
homely  and  harsh-featured  with  a shock  of  jet  black  hair.  He  was  even 
dubbed  "Mauro-Johannes ,"  or  "Black  John."  But,  when  the  people  came 
to  realize  the  full  worth  of  the  new  emperor,  he  was  called  "Kalo- 
Johannes,"  or  "John  the  Good,"  or  more  literally,  "John  the  Handsome." 
John  was  about  thirty-one  when  he  came  to  full  power  in  1118  and  he 
applied  himself  very  diligently  to  the  service  of  the  State.  In  the 
field  he  was  a wise  and  capable  commander,  and  he  recovered  much  of 
the  state's  lost  territory.  In  the  administration  of  the  government, 
he  relieved  the  severity  of  the  taxation  and  proved  to  be  very  able 
in  the  affairs  of  state. 


John's  wife  Irene,  a daughter  of  King  Wratislav  of  Hungary,  did  not 
care  for  the  pomp  and  luxury  of  Court,  so  she  spent  her  days  in  works 
of  charity  and  devotion.  One  historian  wrote  of  the  regal  couple: 
"Never  before,  and  never  again,  did  the  Byzantine  Empire  know  the 
blessing  of  having  an  Emperor  and  an  Empress  against  whom  no  word  of 
reproach  could  be  levelled  and  whom  it  could  look  with  reverence  and 
affection."  John,  unlike  his  predecessors,  never  entered  into  a 
second  marriage,  even  though  the  Empress  Irene  predeceased  him  by  many 
years.  The  reign  of  John  was  ended  prematurely  in  April  of  1143  when 
he  had  the  misfortune  to  cut  himself  on  the  arm  with  one  of  his  own 
arrows  in  a hunting  accident.  Some  say  that  the  arrow  was  poisoned, 
as  the  wound  quickly  putrefied  and  proved  fatal. 


The  Coinage 

Nomismata  in  electrum,  silver  and  billon  continued  to  be  issued,  but 
not  to  the  extent  that  had  been  issued  in  the  preceding  reign.  There 
was  also  a decided  attempt  to  improve  the  gold  issues.  The  silver 
nomisma  is  the  only  silver  coin  to  be  struck  by  John  II. 


Gold  Hyperpyron 

Mint  of  Constantinople  - First  Coinage 
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Obverse:  IC  XC  is  in  the  upper  field.  Christ,  bearded  and  nimbate, 

seated  on  a throne  without  a back.  High  right  hand  is 
raised  in  benedicition,  his  left  hold  the  Gospels. 

Reverse:  +IUJA€CnOTH  or  variant.  @V  is  in  the  right  field. 

A half-length  figure  of  the  emperor  on  the  left,  and  of 
the  Virgin  nimbate  on  the  right,  she  holds  between  them 
a patriarchal  cross  on  a long  shaft.  Manus  Dei  is  in 
the  upper  left  field. 


Mint  of  Constantinople  - Second  Coinage 


Obverse:  All  as  first  coinage. 


Reverse: 


IU)  cbV  or  variant.  M 0 is  in  the  upper  center  field. 
A€C  PO  The  full-length  figure  of  the  emperor  on  the 
rjOT  T6  left,  being  crowned  by  the  nimbate  Virgin.  The 
n T emPeror  holds  a labarum  on  a long  shaft  in  his 

right  hand  and  a anexikakia  in  his  left. 


Second  Coinage,  Reverse 


Third  Coinage,  Variety  I 


Third  Coinage  Variety  II 


Mint  of  Constantinople  - Third  Coinage 

Obverse:  +K6RO  H0€l.  I«C  is  in  the  upper  field.  Christ,  beard- 

ed and  nimbate  seated  on  a throne  with  a back.  He  holds 
the  Gospels  in  his  left  hand. 

Reverse:  jyj  or  variant.  The  full-length  figures  of  the  emperor 

Aec  on  the  left  being  crowned  by  the  Virgin  who  is 
no  nimbate.  The  emperor  holds  in  his  right  hand  a 
TH  globus  cruciger.  There  are  two  very  minor  variet- 
of  this  type. 

Mint  of  Thessalonica 
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The  coinage  of  Thessalonica  follows  that  of  metropolitan  Constan- 
tinople very  closely  in  the  first,  second  and  third  coinages,  but 
with  a smaller  and  thicker  fabric  flan.  There  is  also  a trans- 
itional type  between  the  second  and  third  coinages  of  Thessalonica, 
where  the  emperor  holds  the  globus  cruciger  in  his  left  hand  and 
with  the  inscription  in  only  the  left-hand  columnar  mode. 


First  Coinage 


Second  Coinage 


Transitional  Type 

Electrum  Aspron  Trachy 
Mint  of  Constantinople 


Third  Coinage 


Variety  I Variety  II 

Obverse:  IC  XC  is  in  the  field.  The  bearded  and  nimbate  Christ 

is  seated  upon  a throne  without  a back.  His  right  hand 
is  raised  in  benedicition  and  he  holds  the  Gospels  in 
his  left  hand. 


Reverse: 


lTD  O o or  variant.  There  are  two  main  variet- 

A€C  31  or  T€  ies,  with  both  having  two  very  minor 

no  901  UP  sub-varieties.  Full-length  figures  of 

TH  l_1  ri  the  emperor  on  the  left,  and  of  St. 

35 


George,  who  is  beardless  and  nimbate.  They  hold  between 
them  a patriarchal  cross  on  a long  shaft.  The  emperor 
is  holding  a sword  in  his  left  hand.  Variety  I has  the 
cross  resting  on  a small  globe,  while  Variety  II  has  the 
cross  on  three  steps. 

Mint  of  Thessalonica 


The  electrum  Aspron  Trachy  from  this  mint  are  the  same  as  those 
from  the  Constantinople  mint,  but  on  the  reverse  the  two  hold  be- 
tween them  a labarum  on  a long  shaft  that  rests  on  a small  globe. 

Billon  Aspron  Trachy 

Mint  of  Constantinople  - First  Coinage 


Obverse:  FT15  ^7  is  in  the  field.  The  Virgin  nimbate,  seated  on 

a throne  without  a back.  She  holds  a beardless  nimbate 
head  of  Christ  on  her  breast. 
lTD  <t>v 

Reverse:  A(EC  PO  or  variant.  A full-length  figure  of  the  emper- 

TH  nh  0r  ho1ding.  in  his  right  hand  a labarum  on  a long 
TIP  T shaft  and  in  his  left,  a globus  cruciaer. 
n 

Mint  of  Constantinople  - Second  Coinage 


Variety  I 
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Variety  II 


Obverse: 


IC  XC  is  in  the  field.  The  bust  of  Christ  bearded  and 
nimbate,  holding  the  Gospels  in  his  left  hand. 

Reverse:  +IUJA€CnOTT  n<DVPOrNT  or  variant.  A bust  of  the  emp- 

eror holding  in  his  right  hand  a scepter  cruciger  and  in 
his  left,  a globus  cruciger.  There  are  two  very  minor 
varieties  of  this  type. 

Mi nt  of  Thessaloni ca 


Obverse:  All  as  Constantinople's  first  coinage  for  the  obverse. 

Reverse:  iTD  OV  or  variant.  A full-length  figure  of  the  emp- 

A€C  PO  eror  holding  in  his  right  hand  a labarum- 
headed  scepter,  and  in  his  left,  an  anexi- 
nop  T kakia. 


AE  Tetarteron 


Mint  of  Constantinople 
Type  A: 

Obverse:  IC  x£  is  in  the  field.  A full-length  figure  of  Christ 

standing  on  a dais,  bearded  and  nimbate.  He  holds  the 
Gospels  in  his  left  hand. 

Reverse:  +HPA€CnOT  TUTlOPOVPOrNT  or  variant.  A full-length 

figure  of  the  emperor  holding  in  his  right  hand  a 
scepter  cruciger  and  a globus  cruciger  in  his  left  hand. 


Type  A Type  B 

Type  B: 

Obverse:  W?*  is  in  the  field.  A bust  of  the  Virgin  nimbate. 

Reverse:  pq  or  variant.  A full-length  figure  of  the  emp- 

nOT  T€  eror  holding  in  his  right  hand  a jewelled 
TUl  N-l  scepter  and  a blogus  cruciger  in  his  left. 

nop  T 
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Mint  of  Thessalonica 


Obverse:  IC  XC  is  in  the  field.  A bust  of  Christ  bearded  ana  nim- 

bate,  holding  the  Gospels  in  his  left  hand. 

Reverse:  +IIM€C  riOT  or  variant.  A bust  of  the  emperor  holding 

in  his  right  hand  a jewelled  scepter  on  a long  shaft, 
and  a globus  cruciger  in  his  left. 

AE  Hal f-Tetarteron 


Mint  of  Thessalonica 
Type  A: 

Obverse:  FC  5(C  is  in  the  field.  A full-length  figure  of  Christ, 

bearded  and  nimbate,  standing  on  a dais.  He  holds  the 
Gospels  in  his  left  hand. 

Reverse:  +IUJA€C  nOTH  or  variant.  A bust  of  the  emperor  holding 

in  his  right  hand  a labarum-headed  scepter,  and  in  his 
left,  a globus  cruciger. 


Type  A Type  B 


Type  B: 

Obverse:  O T or  variant.  A bust  of  St.  Demetrius,  beardless 

Al  PI  and  nimbate,  holding  in  his  right  hand  a sword, 

Q and  in  his  left,  a shield. 

Reverse:  +IW  A6C  or  variant.  A bust  of  the  emperor  holding  in 

his  right  hand  a labarum-headed  scepter,  and  in  his 
left,  a globus  cruciger. 

****** ****** ****** ****** ********************************************** 


THE  MONETARY  CONTEST  OF  FRANCE 


In  September  of  1824,  France  held  a contest  for  new  designs  for  their 
coinage.  Fifteen  of  the  better  known  engravers  of  France,  like  Barre, 
Domard  and  Tiolier,  submitted  a different  design  for  the  bust  to  be 
used  on  the  coins.  Five  Franc  pieces  exist  for  each  of  the  15  designs. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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The  History  of 
Islamic  Coins 


(Reprinted  from  SAUDI  ARABIA,  Spring  1989 , Volume  6,  Number  1 , ppl6-19). 
SAUDI  ARABIA  is  an  official  publication  of  the  Information  Office  of 
the  Royal  Embassy  of  Saudia  Arabia , Habib  A.  Shaheen,  Director , 601 
New  Hampshire  Avenue  N.W.,  Washington , D.C.  20037.) 


This  silver  riyal , above , which  was 
minted  in  1924,  has  a current  value 
of  more  than  U.S.  $300. 

The  King  Faisal  Center  for  Research  and  Islamic  Studies,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  Swedish  embassy  in  Riyadh,  organized  an  exhibition  early 
this  year  called  "Islamic  Coins  in  Sweden",  focusing  on  the  old  links 
which  have  existed  between  Muslims  and  other  nations. 

Many  Islamic  silver  coins  minted  between  700-1000  (80-390  AH)  have 
been  found  in  Sweden.  It  is  believed  merchants  traveled  from  the 
Islamic  caliphate  to  Scandinavia  via  the  navigable  rivers  in  Eastern 
Europe  between  the  8th  Century  and  10th  Century  during  the  Viking  era. 
Many  of  the  coins  brought  back  by  the  Scnadi navi ans  were  buried  on 
the  island  of  Gotland  in  the  Baltic  Sea,  together  with  German  and 
Anglo-Saxon  coins.  About  80,000  Islamic  coins  have  been  found  and 
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new  ones  are  still  being  uncovered. 


Throughout  history,  the  Kingdom  of  Saudi  a Arabia  has  been  the  center 
of  an  old-world  trade  network  where  commercial  routes  contributed  to 
the  spread  of  Islam  throughout  the  world. 

Over  two  thousand  years  ago,  extensive  Nabataean  trading  routes  linked 
cities  throughout  the  Arabian  Peninsula,  the  Mediterranean,  Europe, 
and  the  Near  and  Far  East.  The  pre-Islamic  coin,  called  the  Larin, 
was  widely  used  along  the  maritime  trading  routes  that  extended  from 
the  Arabian  Gulf  around  the  west  coast  to  India  as  far  as  Ceylon  (Sri 
Lanka) . 

Bronze  and  silver  coins,  found  at  Madain  Saleh  and  Petra,  used  an 
early  form  of  Arabic  script  called  Kufic,  named  after  the  town  of 
Kufa  i n I raq . 

With  its  square  letter  forms,  the  Kufic  script  was  perfectly  suited 
for  decorative  inscriptions  on  stone  and  metal,  because  it  was  easy 
to  read.  Kufic  was  used  on  Islamic  coins  from  the  time  of  the  Prophet 
Muhammad  until  it  was  replaced  by  a rounded  writing  called  Naskh. 

Islamic  Coins  are  treasured  by  collectors,  not  just  for  their  intrin- 
sic beauty  or  investment  value,  but  also  for  their  historical  signifi- 
cance. They  are  reminders  of  the  Islamic  empire,  which  began  in  the 
late  600s. 

The  first  true  Islamic  coins  were  issued  in  the  late  690s.  Prior  to 
that,  the  Greeks,  who  are  credited  with  inventing  coins,  had  a marked 
influence  on  coinage  throughout  the  Arab  world  before  the  advent  of 
Islam. 

With  the  advent  of  Islam,  silver  remained  the  medium  of  exchange. 

Early  Muslim  coinage  was  primarily,  but  not  exclusively,  epi graphic. 
Under  the  first  caliphs,  Byzantine  and  Sassanid  figurative  coins 
continued  to  be  used,  though  often  the  the  inscription  "in  the  Name 
of  God"  added. 

In  the  year  696  (76  AH),  the  Umayyad  caliph  ' Abd  al-Malik  commisioned 
an  exclusively  Islamic  form  of  currency.  Gold  was  used  for  dinars 
and  silver  for  dirhams.  Islamic  coinage  became  standardized  into  a 
form  which  incorporated  Qur'anic  and  other  pious  text,  with  pertinent 
information  about  the  ruling  caliph  and  the  date  and  place  of  minting. 
'Abd  al -Malik's  coins  bear  the  shahadah  (Muslim  creed):  "There  is 

no  god  but  Allah  and  Muhammad  is  His  Messenger." 

Islamic  coins  are  valued  for  the  accurate  record  they  provide  of  the 
successive  rulers  of  the  various  dynasties  of  the  Muslim  world. 

A novel  feature  of  Ottoman  era  coinage  was  the  use  of  the  tughrah— 
a graceful  upsweeping  Arabic  signature  which  customarily  incorporated 
the  name  of  the  ruling  sultan,  the  date,  the  name  of  his  father  and 
predecessor.  It  was  first  used  by  the  Ottoman  Turks  in  the  early 
1400s.  Not  all  coins  with  tughrahs  are  Ottoman,  however.  They  also 
appear  on  coins  from  Saudi  Arabia,  Hyderabad,  and  Bahawalpur. 

Commerce  is  at  the  heart  of  all  coin  minting.  After  all,  the  purpose 
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Gold-minted  Islamic  coins  represent  different  Islamic  periods. 

is  to  create  a valued  object  of  exchange.  By  tracking  Islamic  coins, 
archaeologists  have  been  able  to  trace  early  merchant  activities  along 
all  Arab  trade  routes. 

A substantial  number  of  coins  have  transcended  their  original  bound- 
aries to  be  traded  hundreds  or  even  thousands  of  miles  from  their 
place  of  mintage. 

Scholars  have  determined  that  northern  rivers  such  as  the  Volga  served 
as  the  main  commercial  links  between  the  Swedish  Vikings  and  the  Arabs. 
Early  merchants'  chronicles  such  as  those  by  Ibn  Hadlan  and  Abu  Bakr 
Tartoushi  A1  Andaloussi,  support  this  view. 

Fadlan  was  a diplomatic  envoy  sent  in  921  (22  AH)  by  the  caliph  in 
Baghdad  to  the  Khaqan,  the  leader  of  the  Volga  Bulgars.  During  his 
mission,  he  encountered  the  Vikings  and  provided  observations  on  their 
customs  and  ways  of  life.  His  report  is  referred  to  as  Ibn  Had! an 's 
Risala  (Message). 

Likewise,  Tartoushi  also  encountered  the  Vikings  but  in  the  11th  Cen- 
tury, when  he  visited  the  town  of  Hedby  north  of  Hamburg— a port  and 
trade  center  for  the  Vikings  commerical  exhange  with  Islamic  and  Euro- 
pean countries. 

Prince  Turki  A1 -Faisal,  chairman  of  the  Board  of  the  King  Faisal  Center 
for  Research  and  Islamic  Studies,  said:  "The  reports  of  Ibn  Fadlan  and 

Tartoushi  about  their  travels  have  immensely  contributed  to  the  infor- 
mation about  those  distant  places  in  the  Middle  Ages.  In  addition, 
they  helped  in  enriching  geographical  knowledge  of  those  places  and  in 
consolidating  the  cultural  relations  between  Muslims  and  other  nations, 
especially  in  carrying  the  message  of  Islam  to  the  northern  part  of 
Europe. " 

Since  their  inception  in  the  690s,  ancient  Islamic  coins  were  circul- 
ated for  750  years.  In  the  14th  Century,  when  trade  between  the  Mus- 
lim world  and  the  emerging  nations  of  Europe  further  developed,  how- 
ever, influences  of  the  northern  countries  began  to  creep  into  Islamic 
coinage.  Eventually,  Islamic  coins  were  slowly  supplanted  by  those  of 
the  European  nations  until  some  of  the  Arab  nations  lost  the  art  of 
minting  completely,  relying  instead  on  the  other  countries  for  coins. 
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The  date , along  with  the  names  of  various 
rulers  of  the  Muslim  world,  appear  on  early 
Islamic  coins. 

Coins  of  the  Sultanate  Najd,  which  circulated  from  1905  to  1926,  were 
Austrian  Maria  Theresa  coins  with  the  word  Najd  counterstamped  in 
Arabic. 

Saudi  Arabia  issued  its  official  coin  in  1924,  though  the  province  of 
Hijaz  was  counterstamping  the  Austrian  thaler  (Maria  Theresa)  as  early 
as  1916.  Today,  a Maria  Theresa  thaler  with  the  Arabic  word  Hijaz 
stamped  across  the  face  is  a valuable  find  among  collectors. 

Modern  Saudi  coins  commemorate  the  consolidation  of  the  land  of  the 
Kingdom  by  the  late  King  Abdul  Aziz.  An  official  Saudi  paper  currency 
was  first  issued  in  1961  to  accompany  the  existing  coins. 

Islamic  coins  still  play  a valued  role  in  the  Kingdom's  monetary 
system  as  a treasured  historical  link  to  the  past  and  precious  symbol 
of  continued  prosperity  in  the  future. 
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" VABALATHUS  — PRINCE  OF  PALMYRA" 


Lee  Grossman , NLG,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  USA,  NI  # 1707 


Aurelian  & Vabalathus  on  the  same  coin 


Palmyra  was  a region  of  Syria,  in  which  was  a much  celebrated  metro- 
polis by  that  name.  Actually,  the  city  was  Thadmor  (City  of  Palms), 
which  the  Romans  called  Palmyra  (also  "City  of  Palms").  It  was  located 
about  150  miles  northeast  of  Damascus  (between  that  city  and  the 
Euphrates  River ) . 

In  264  AD,  King  Odenathus  of  Palmyra  conquered  the  Persians.  Neither 
Roman  Emperors  Gallienus  nor  Claudius  II  Gothicus  would  recognize  Oden- 
athus as  the  Emperor  of  the  East,  probably  because  they  felt  they 
weren't  strong  enough  to  challenge  the  power  of  Palmyra  in  the  East. 
However,  Odenathus  was  assassinated  in  266  by  his  nephew,  Maeonius, 
and  in  that  same  year,  Vabalathus,  a son  of  Odenathus  and  Zenobia, 
began  his  first  year  of  rule. 

Septimia  Zenobia  was  the  widow  of  King  Vabalathus.  She  was  the  mother 
of  three  sons  (Vabalathus,  Timolaus,  and  Herennianus) . She  claimed  she 
was  a descendant  of  the  Macedonian  kings  of  Egypt,  but  most  historians 
believe  she  was  Jewish. 

By  the  spring  of  270  AD,  Vabalathus  had  begun  his  fifth  year  of  rule, 
and  was  recognized  as  the  king  in  Syria  and  Egypt.  Roman  Emperor 
Aurelian  decided  to  recognize  Vabalathus  as  co-ruler  — a consul,  an 
imperator,  a duke  — but  not  as  Augustus.  Some  bronze  coins  were 
issued  with  the  bust  of  Aurelian,  on  one  side,  as  Augustus,  and  on  the 
other  side  portraying  the  bust  of  Vabalathus. 

In  the  fall  of  270  and  in  the  following  spring,  Vabalathus  and  his 
mother,  Zenobia,  decided  they  were  strong  enough  to  cast  off  the 
co-regcncy  the  Roman  Empire  had  put  on  them,  and  they  revolted  against 
Aurelian.  At  the  same  time  Vabalathus  assumed  the  title  of  Augustus, 
while  Zenobia  assumed  the  title  of  Queen. 

Aurelian  decided  to  march  against  them.  He  subdued  the  Egyptians  in 
battles  of  Daphne  and  Emesa.  After  Emesa  fell,  Vabalathus  and  Zenobia 
fled  to  Palmyra,  which  was  besieged  by  Aurelian.  Zenobia  attempted  to 
escape,  but  was  captured  by  Aurelian's  cavalry. 

Aurelian  decided  to  take  Zenobia  and  Vabalathus,  and  the  other  two  sons 
as  captives  back  to  Rome.  In  273,  they,  as  well  as  Tetricus  I and 
Tetricus  II,  were  honored  captives  taking  part  in  adorning  his  great 
triumphs . 
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Aurelian  did  not  execute  Tetricus  or  his  son  as  was  usually  done  to 
defeated  emperors  and  usurpers.  This  was  no  doubt  due  to  both  Emperor 
Tetricus  I and  Caesar  Tetricus  II  abdicating  and  surrendering  their 
rule  in  Gaul  and  Britain  to  Aurelian. 

As  for  Zenobia  and  Vabalathus,  Aurelian  felt  that  they  had  fought 
bravely.  They  were  treated  with  great  clemency.  Tetricus  I was  made  a 
governor  in  Italy,  and  Tetricus  II  became  a private  citizen.  Vaba- 
lathus, Zenobia  and  her  children  were  allowed  to  pass  the  rest  of  their 
days  in  a handsome  villa  at  Tibur,  which  had  been  presented  to  her  by 
Aurelian. 

Very  little  coinage  was  struck  for  Zenobia  and  Vabalathus.  David  R. 
Sear  list  only  one  billon  Tetradrachm  minted  in  Alexandria,  Egypt,  for 
Zenobia.  It  is  a scarce  coin  and  very  expensive. 

As  for  Vabalathus,  a bronze  Antoninianus  was  issued  with  a bust  of 
Vabalathus  on  one  side  and  his  protector,  Aurelian  (as  emperor)  on  the 
other.  In  Very  Fine  condition  it  is  moderate  in  price.  A silver  Tet- 
radrachm was  also  issued  from  Alexandria,  and  is  also  moderate  in 
price.  A bronze  Antoninianus  was  issued  with  Augustus  Caesar  on  it, 
and  it  is  expensive. 

My  coin  is  listed  as  Sear  3192  and  is  in  Very  Fine  condition.  On  one 
side  is  the  laureate,  draped  and  cuirassed  bust  of  Vabalathus,  facing 
right.  The  legend  is:  VABALATHVS. - V.C.R.I.H.D.R.  According  to  Sear, 
he  feels  it  stands  for  " Vabalathus , Vir  Clarissimus,  Rex,  Imperator, 

Dux  Romanorum. " However,  Seth  W.  Stevenson  wrote  that  it  is  "Vaba- 
lathus, Vir  Consular  is  Romanorum,  Imperator , Dux  Romanorum" . Could  the 
possible  translation  be  " Courageous  Consul  of  Rome,  Imperator , Duke  of 
Rome"  ??? 

The  other  side  has  Aurelian's  radiated  and  cuirassed  bust,  facing 
right.  The  legend  is:  IHP.C.AVRELIANVS.AVG.  (" Imperator , Caesar, 
Aurelian,  Augustus"). 

REFERENCES: 

COINS  OF  GREECE  & ROHE  - R.A.G.  Carson  (Radius/Hutchinson,  ’70) 

ROHAN  COINS  & THEIR  VALUES  - D.R.  Sear  (Seaby's,  London,  1974) 

A DICTIONARY  OF  ROHAN  COINS  - Seth  W.  Stevenson  (Seaby  1982  Reprint 
of  1889  volume) 


ALL  RIGHTS  RESERVED.  VOLUHE  II  " HEADS  AND  TALES  §131. 


********** *************** ******************************* *************** 
PRUSSIA 


Frederick  the  Great  of  Prussia  issued  a taler  in  1781  with  the  reverse 
inscription  of:  D.20  AUGUST  17  B 81.  The  B is  for  the  Breslau  Mint. 

This  B mint  coin  is  the  famous  Hoym  Taler,  struck  by  Count  Hoym,  the 
Finance  Minister,  and  is  extremely  rare. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

Publisher  corrects  reviewer  comments  on  type  of  paper  in  recent  review 

Thank  you  for  your  review  of  the  important  new  book  by  Gregory  Brunk, 
Merchant  Countermarks  on  World  Coins.  (Reviewed  in  December,  1989 
issue  by  Raymond J.  Hebert). 

I appreciate  your  generally  kind  review,  excepting  one  important  error 
on  your  part.  You  stated  the  paper  was  a sulphur  base,  which  it  is  not 
I've  enclosed  a copy  of  a letter  from  the  printer  which  states  this  is 
an  acid-free  sheet  (Glatfelter  B-31  Natural,  which  is  an  acid  free 
sheet).  I believe  you  will  find  extremely  few,  if  any,  books  are  print 
ed  on  sulphur  or  acid  paper  these  days.  Virtually  all  paper  is  non 
sulphur  or  acid  paper. 

Also,  as  we  do  not  know  the  location  of  some  pieces,  they  must  remain 
unidentified,  until  someone  informs  us.  If  you  should  know  the  loca- 
tion of  any,  such  as  52785  you  referred  to,  we  would  greatly  appreciate 
hearing  from  you. 


Rich  Hartzog 
World  Exonumia  Press 
Rockford,  Illinois 

*********************************************************************** 

TURK  NUMISMATIGINDE  JET  ON  ALAR  1 , by  Rifat  Kilar.  Stiff  paper  covers. 
240pp,  profusely  illustrated  with  line  drawings.  x 5k  inches. 
Istanbul  1989.  (Available  from:  Burak  Pul  Evi,  Tesvikiye  Cad.,  Hak 

Pasaji  172/36,  80100  Nisantasi,  Istanbul,  Turkey). 

Although  there  have  been  articles  about  Turkish  tokens,  this  is  the 
first  book  devoted  to  the  subject.  It  is  the  volume  1 in  a projected 
set  of  three,  under  the  title  of  Burak  Numismatik. 

The  interest  in  tokens  started  to  be  popular  in  Turkey  towards  the  end 
of  the  seventies.  Many  specimens  have  reached  this  country  and  are 
regularly  offered  by  the  well  known  Istanbul  dealer  Dundar  Numismatik. 
Consequently,  this  new  handbook  will  be  an  important  reference  guide 
to  have. 

The  classification  covers  Transportation  Services:  Tunnel  tokens; 

Maritime  (ships  and  ferries)  tokens;  and  bus  tokens.  A second  section 
describes  the  Communication  Services:  Telephone  tokens,  and  a third 

section,  the  Various  Public  Services.  Such  tokens  were  used  in  factor- 
ies, large  establishments  and  enterprises  spread  in  all  parts  of  Turkey 
in  their  cooperatives  for  labourers  and  employees. 

The  line  drawings  of  the  tokens  are  extremely  well  done,  and  the  cata- 
logue's descriptions  easy  to  follow  in  the  Turkish  text  since  the  list 
of  abbreviations  used  are  translated  in  the  foreword. 

At  the  end  of  the  volume  are  a few  tram  tickets  and  ferry  tickets 
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printed  before  and  after  the  alphabet  reform  in  1928  which  will  attract 
collectors  to  rescue  these  interesting  documents  from  oblivion. 

Reviewed  by  Kenneth  MacKenzie 


THE  HOMAN  COINS  OF  ALEXANDRIA.  Quantitative  Studies.  Erik  Christian- 
sen. Hard-cover  7" x 9-13/16" . Aarhus  University  Press  1988.  2 vol- 
umes. Vol . I:  31 lpp ; Vol . II:  179pp  & 1 plate.  Available  from 

Aarhus  University  Press,  DK-8000  Aarhus  C,  Denmark. 

This  work  is  based  on  the  author's  doctoral  dissertation  at  Aarhus 
University,  Denmark.  It  consists  of  two  volumes.  Volume  I contains 
a Foreword  by  the  author  who  tells  us  that  this  work  is  "part  of  a 
wider  scheme  mapping  out  the  yearly  fluctuations  of  the  minting  (of 
Alexandrian  coinage  of  three  reigns)  in  as  absolute  figures  as  possible 
or  permissible,  and  to  find  the  political  and  economic  reasons  behind 
them. " 

The  Foreword  is  followed  by  an  Introduction  which  discusses  the  Roman 
coins  of  Alexandria;  the  Evidence  (hoards  being  the  most  important  for 
quantitative  studies  with  the  caveat  that  "those  who  later  acquired 
the  hoards  often  selected  the  best  and  rarest  specimens  before  dis- 
posing of  the  rest."  To  offset  this  bias,  the  author  formulated  the 
rule  of  thumb  that  "the  higher  the  number  of  coins  of  a given  reign  in 
collections  compared  to  their  number  in  hoards,  the  scarcer  the  coin- 
age will  be.");  Collections  (41  main,  extant,  public  collections  plus 
several  important  private  collections);  Hoards  which  he  liken  to  the 
top  of  an  iceberg  since  "many,  even  most  hoards  have  disappeared  into 
the  market  without  leaving  any  record.";  Stray  Find  Groups  which  are 
"casual  losses,  and  we  would  expect  to  find  the  least  valuable  and  the 
most  used  coins.";  and  the  Method  Used. 

Chapter  I deals  with  Nero:  a Discussion  of  the  obverse  legends; 

Billon  coins:  collections;  Billon  coins:  hoards;  Billon  coins:  stray 

find  groups;  Forgeries;  Billon  coins:  analysis;  Bronze  coins:  analysis; 
and  a Discussion  and  a Conclusion  where  he  says  "the  main  reason  behind 
striking  so  many  coins  during  years  10-14  (AD  63/64-68)  was  to  recover 
the  better  Ptolemaic  coins  still  circulating  in  Egypt,  in  order  to 
make  a profit.". 

He  repeats  this  procedure  for  Chapter  II  on  Trajan  including  Rome  coins 
(estimating  the  total  output  of  years  1-10  as  1-1/2  million  coins  and 
for  the  years  11-20  as  6 million  coins);  and  for  Chapter  III  on  Septim- 
ius  Severus  (concluding  that  Alexandrian  coins  of  this  reign  are  "very 
scarce  indeed."). 

He  ends  this  volume  with  General  Conclusions  summarized  as  "behind  and 
within  the  Alexandrian  coins  lay  a conscious  coin  policy  dictated  by 
the  political  and  economic  considerations  which  the  emperors  thought 
to  serve  their  rule  best.  This  is  neither  a 'primiti vi st'  nor  a 'mod- 
ernist' way  of  thinking.  We  may  simply  call  it  the  Roman  way.". 

Volume  II  contains  Appendix  1 (The  Denominations  of  the  bronze  coins) 
where  he  suggests  the  following  system  (following  studies  by  Alessandra 
Gara) : 
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Size 

I 

(34mn) 

sesterti us , 

c.  25  grs. 

1 drachm 

23.85 

grs 

Si  ze 

II 

(29mm) 

dupondi us 

c.  12.5  grs. 

k drachm  (diobol) 

13.05 

grs 

Size 

III 

(24mm) 

as. 

c.  11  grs. 

lk  obol 

8.55 

grs 

Si  ze 

IV 

( 19mm) 

semi  s 

c.  5.5  grs. 

k obol  (Hexachalkon)4.95 

grs 

Size 

V 

( 14mm) 

quadrans 

c.  3 grs. 

tri chalkon 

1.80 

grs 

Appendix  2 has:  (The  Statistics  involved)  with  the  caveat  that  "the 

validity  of  any  statistical  test  depends  entirely  on  the  basic  assump- 
tion that  the  groups  tested  represent  independent  random  sample,  which 
may  be  seriously  questioned  for  the  evidence  here."  The  author  suggests 
that  what  we  need  are  "1)  a systematic  measuring  of  the  Alexandrian 
bronze  coins,  considering  sizes  more  than  weights,  and  2)  a systematic 
survey  of  amounts  mentioned  in  the  papyri,  considering  that  often  they 
may  have  been  reckoning  units  more  than  actual  sums  paid."  and  that 
"such  investigations  may  bring  us  nearer  to  a solution  as  regards  the 
relation  between  the  Roman  and  Alexandrian  bronze  coins." 

He  follows  this  with  a Summary  in  Danish;  Notes;  Abbreviations;  Liter- 
ature (pp.  72-86);  Figures  and  Tables;  and  Index;  and  Plates  I and  II. 

The  book  is  well  worth  getting.  If  you  are  specializing  in  Roman  coins 
or  in  the  "ancient  economy",  or  are  interested  in  an  example  of  the 
application  of  statistics  to  numismatic  evidence,  you  may  wish  to  con- 
sider adding  this  book  to  your  shelves. 

Reviewed  by  R.  J.  Hebert 


1989  Transactions  of  the  Canadian  Numismatic  Research  Society  Available 

The  Canadian  Numismatic  Research  Society  has  just  published  their  annual 
issue  of  the  Trans action s . Volume  25  contains  119  pages  and  55  indexed 
articles. 

This  interesting  issue  contains  quite  a few  articles  on  the  private 
bankers  of  Ontario.  Private  banking  is  the  leading  edge  of  numis- 
matics at  the  moment  and  the  result  of  this  form  of  bank  paper  is  a 
real  challenge. 

There  are  several  articles  on  tokens  and  on  commemorative  award  medals. 

Of  interest  to  the  new,  and  the  old,  collector  is  an  illustrated  19  page 
catalogue  for  the  issues  of  the  Canadian  Tire  Corporation.  This  is  an 
interesting  area  to  start  numismatics,  although  some  items  are  quite 
scarce  now. 

Volume  25  of  the  Transactions  is  available  from  Ross  Irvin,  P.  0.  Box 
1263,  Guelph,  Ontario,  Canada  N1H  6N6.  The  cost  is  $16.00  Canadian 
postpaid  bound.  Unbound  copies  are  available  at  $14.00  Canadian. 

Copies  of  some  back  issues  are  also  available. 

Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

Bruce  W.  Smith,  P.  0.  Box  232,  Port  Ludlow,  WA  98365:  WANTED:  Descrip- 

tions and  illustrations  of  and  information  on  tokens  used  in  China, 
Taiwan,  Hong  Kong  and  Macao.  I am  preparing  a catalog  of  all  types  of 
tokens  from  these  places  including  even  modern  plastic  tokens  and  those 
used  in  amusement  games.  Perhaps  you  have  something  I've  never  heard 
of;  if  so  I'd  like  to  hear  about  it.  I'm  particularly  interested  in 
tokens  used  in  the  casinos  in  Macau.  And,  of  course,  I'm  always  anx- 
ious to  add  such  tokens  to  my  collection. 

Lester  D.  Snell,  P.  0.  Box  261,  Sonoma,  CA  95476:  WANTED:  To  get  in 

touch  with  collectors  of  the  German  States  who  have  a Pfalz  10  Kreuzer 
(Craig  No.  30)  of  any  date.  I have  a 1764  AS  of  a different  reverse 
die  than  illustrated  in  Krause  1985  (p.  862).  Compare  rubbings  (?). 

Howard  A.  Daniel,  III,  P.  0.  Box  626,  Dunn  Loring,  VA  22027-0626: 
Vietnamese  Emperors  Kien  Phuc  (1884)  Thong  Bao  and  Ham  Ng hi  (1884-85 ) 
cash  style  coins:  The  Kien  Phuc  coin  at  Kruase  271.1  and  271.2,  and 

the  Ham  Nghi  at  Krause  281  are  not  in  my  collection  and  no  reference 
known  to  me  shows  their  actual  reverses.  Can  anyone  provide  me  a 
photograph  or  rubbing  of  their  reverses  (and  obverses)  with  their 
weights  and  measurements? 

John  L.  Pieratt,  2635  S.  Hydraulic,  32C,  Wichita,  KS  67216:  Cho  Lon 

specials  exist  in  most  Vietnam  cash  collections.  It  has  been  long 
known  that  many  counterfeits  of  Annamese  silver  and  gold  coins  exist. 
Vietnam  cash  isn't  on  the  upswing  and  never  will  be.  Top  authors  have 
warned  "Buyers  Beware".  Early  times  fakes  were  so  common  that  it  was 
customary  in  trade  to  allow  5-10%  of  payments  in  cash  to  be  made  in 
fakes.  Need  information  from  all  published  books  about  "Beware  Viet- 
nam Fakes". 

Howard  A.  Daniel,  III,  P.  0.  Box  626,  Dunn  Loring,  VA  22027-0626: 
Vietnares  Emperor  Thanh  Thai  (1889-1907)  Thong  Baocash  style  coins: 

The  copper  coin  listed  in  Kruase  at  la  and  Gaduory  as  15  is  identified 
as  with  Luc  Van  or  6 Van  on  its  reverse  but  without  illustrations. 

There  is  a rubbing  in  Ting  Fu-Pao  on  page  234  (his  page  number)  which 
could  be  interpreted  by  some  as  this  piece  but  the  Thanh  character 
has  major  stroke  problems,  and  some  of  the  other  characters  are  not  of 
the  style  of  his  era.  Does  this  coin  exist?  Can  anyone  provide  me  a 
photograph  or  rubbing  of  it  with  its  weight  and  measurements? 

John  L.  Pieratt,  2635  S.  Hydraulic,  32C,  Wichita,  KS  67216:  Need  copy 

of  1935  Jules  Louis  Ciani  auction  of  Albert  Schroeder  Vietnam  cash, 
collection,  where  is  it  now.  Where  is  Edward  Toda  collection,  desire 
Lacroix  collection,  Jules  Silvester  collection.  Are  they  still  intact 
or  broken  up.  More  info  on  these  great  authors,  photos  of  the,  etc. 

ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Committee  will  accept  from 

NI  members  only,  any  numismatic  items,  whether  paper,  metal,  or  what- 
ever, for  attribution.  We  must  limit  the  items  to  a TOTAL  OF  SIX  (6) 
MAXIMUM.  The  cost  is  just  advance  payment  of  return  postage,  including 
sufficient  for  insurance  or  registration,  if  desired.  Send  to:  Dr.  Howard 

L . Ford,  Attri buti on  Chrm. , P.  0.  Box  5161  N.T.  Sta. , Denton,  TX  76203,  USA. 
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